SPEECH BY THE CHIEF PRINCIPAL ON THE OCCASION OF THE RIFT VALLEY INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TEHNOLOGY ALUMNI LAUNCH  HELD AT BONTANA HOTEL ON FRIDAY, 22ND JULY 2011

The Chairman –Board of Governors

Board Members

Distinguished Guests

Parents, Guardians and Sponsors

Lecturers

Non –Teaching Staff

ALL PROTOCOL OBSERVED

Distinguished guest ladies and gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure to be here this evening to celebrate the launching of RVIST Alumni. Since its Inception, RVIST has had over 20,000 graduands many of whom play a pivotal role in the economy and entrepreneurial sector of our beloved nation; Kenya.

The most obvious foundation of an alumni get-together is the strong emotional connection between people who once identified with a common institutional culture and value system. Just like the members of an extended family located at different geographical locations, brought together by the occasional family reunion. 
This will bring about emotional exchange, sharing of notes, enquiring about other members, and in the process rekindling the belief that there are people who think and care about us in an un-selfish way, who are proud of our individual milestones, and who are ready to share our sense of loss and victory in a manner as if of their own. It is this overflow of emotions and unbridled surge of empathy that reconnects everyone back into the family, heals all differences and reinforces in everyone a sense of belonging to the family institution.
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Ladies and Gentlemen
I am sure that everyone is driven by this urge to reconnect.  One of the objectives of starting this process is to let people relive those wonderful experiences at RVIST while they were with us. The RVIST Alumni Association will aid keep track of graduands with a view to initiating a system of family influence.   It will also be handy in the provision of attachments vacancies to the trainees and as well create employment networks.

It is therefore no surprise that RVIST is organizing this Alumni Launch, since we acknowledge the fact that our vision will be actualized largely due to the contributions of many of its ex-students. I believe that the positive synergy that exists in the family ‘genes’ of the Institute can be leveraged to create an expanded society of RVIST – past, present, and future.
What drives our urge to reconnect?
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Forming an Alumni may not be a huge task, however, the real challenge is on making it effective and attains its set goals and as well sustain the synergy over time. 

I believe that one of the most fundamental needs of any professional is to remain constantly wired to his community. It helps one gain knowledge, learn of professional opportunities, and get references from people who know them best, and even participate in creative activities. Alumni reunions of well-known academic institutions are often known to create great personal opportunities for individual professionals. Many ex-students of RVISTs are doing very well in their personal capacity, and by bringing at least a few of them together from time to time, we can add value to the pursuits of our other past family members.
 Secondly, our ex-students are also our brand ambassadors in a marketplace where word-of-mouth branding is more compelling than media-based branding. As brand ambassadors, our ex-students need to understand the persona of the Institute they once learned from, how is it adapt-]ing and transforming dynamically with the market events, how the old stereotypes associated with the Institute are getting eclipsed by the new business approach and strategic competencies injected by the input of ex-students.

How do we facilitate this process…?
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We will be delighted if in any of our future events, more of our ex-students can also participate. 
To make all these happen, we need a presence on the Net. We take this opportunity to launch the RVIST Alumni Website, which will be fully operational in a few days’ time. Once the website is hosted, we will inform each one of you individually through mails so that you can register your name on the site and take advantage of the member services and other features that are being planned. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen
I trust that this evening will bear desirable fruits from your critical discussions and earnest deliberations that will thrust RVIST Alumni into new heights of co-operate undertakings. 

We salute you for having moved so gracefully and enthusiastically through the extraordinary changes of the past years. You've put your minds to good use in this world.
Finally, I profoundly thank all of you for having sacrificed your evening schedules just to join us in this auspicious occasion RVIST ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.

Thank you Ladies and Gentlemen and God Bless. 
